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INS IDE THIS  I SSUE:  Based on its objective of ex-
panding legal-aid services in 
the country through different 
CBOs and CSOs, APAP has 
conducted paralegal training 
for 50 volunteers of KMG 
(Kembata Menti Gezma-Tope), 
a local NGO working mainly 
toward the elimination of 
harmful traditional practices 
related to women, at Durame, 
Kembata, from April 30th to 
May 09, 2008. The beneficiaries 
of the training were volunteers 

working in the seven satellite 
woredas of Kembata on gender 
issues. They also gave some 
legal aid to the communities 
without at first acquiring suffi-
cient legal skills and informa-
tion. 

 

The training was prepared 
based on the findings of the 
needs-assessment conducted 
earlier. Those who have       

(Continued on page 3) 

APAP GIVES PARALEGAL TRAINING  
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Nelson Mandela 

 

With the objective of ensuring 
access to justice at the local 

APAP GIVES TRAINING TO SOCIAL-COURT 

JUDGES, REGISTRARS AND CBO LEADERS 

level, APAP, with financial 
support from the French Em-

bassy, gave training to 
a total of 44 social-
court judges and regis-
trars as well as 30 CBO 
leaders at the town of 
Arbaminch, SNNPRS. 
The social-court 
judges and registrars 
were drawn from 11 
kebeles of the town, 
and the CBO leaders 
from idirs, youth asso-
ciations and women’s 
associations.  

 

Community Leaders in Training 

 

The training given to the social
-court judges and registrars 
lasted eight days (from June 07 
to 14, 2008) and focused on hu-
man rights, basic laws, the ap-
plication of the Social Courts 
Proclamation and alternative 
dispute-resolution methods. 
The training given to the CBO 
leaders, on the other hand, 
lasted for ten days (from June 
07 to 16, 2008). 

 

As many of the judges were 
newly appointed, following a 
recent organizational re-

(Continued on page 2) 
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gal and human-rights resource 
centers in 1,500 copies, to be 
distributed to the pertinent 
rights holders through CBOs.  

 

Furthermore, APAP has pub-
lished a poster and a leaflet, 
each of them in 500 copies, to 
be distributed among rights 
holders. The poster depicts 
various kinds of human rights 
that people should be well in-
formed about, whereas the leaf-
let propounds the need for an 

APAP PRODUCES PUBLICATIONS 

As part of its awareness-raising 
efforts on human-rights issues 
and basic knowledge about the 
law, APAP prepares several 
periodic publications compris-
ing magazines, flyers and post-
ers.  

 

Its bi-annual Amharic maga-
zine, Fitih Lehulum, is published 
featuring several articles on the 
right to social security, partici-
pation, and education and on 
the various activities of the le-

As part of the implementation 
of its Legal Empowerment Pro-
gram, APAP gave a refresher 
course to the paralegals that 
were drawn from all its legal 
and human-rights resource 
centers in Addis Ababa and 
Adama. The one given in Ad-
dis Ababa lasted from June 09 
to 12, 2008, and the one given 
in Adama from June 18 to 21.  

 

The participants of the re-
fresher course given in Addis 
Ababa were the paralegals in 
Addis Ababa (Ferensai Lega-
tion, Akaki Kality), Debre-
Berhan, and Bahir Dar resource 
centers, whereas the partici-
pants of the one given in 
Adama were drawn from 
Adama, Assela, Awassa, 
Jimma, Dire Dawa and Harar.  

The training was aimed at en-
hancing their knowledge of the 
law of the land and their com-

APAP GIVES REFRESHER COURSE 

TO PARALEGALS 

munity-mobilization skills as 
well as creating a forum 
whereby they can share among 
one another their experiences 
on the challenges they faced 
while providing legal aid and 
human-rights information and 
their good practices.  

 

Accordingly, the participants 
were able to acquire vital 
knowledge that will better 
equip them to upgrade the 
quality of the services that they 
render to the most marginal-
ized segments of society and 
thereby enable them to have 
their human rights fully re-
spected. As the method used to 
give the refresher course duly 
focused on ensuring the active 
participation of the partici-
pants, the discussions held 
were quite animated—
especially during the experi-
ence-sharing sessions.  

active participation by the 
members of the society in all 
affairs that relate to their day-to
-day lives.  

 

Likewise, a poster and a leaflet 
were published under the Ac-
countability and Capacity 
Strengthening Program dealing 
with the thorny issue of the 
cost of living that is increas-
ingly becoming burdensome 
for APAP’s core target popula-
tion—that is, the poor, women 
and children.  

structuring of the kebeles in the 
town, the training could not 
have come at a more opportune 
time.  

 

Since the CBO leaders had no 
prior knowledge of basic law 
and human rights, they were 
given theoretical and practical 
information regarding the pro-
motion and protection of hu-
man rights as well as the basic 
procedural and substantive law 
of the land. Now that they have 
been given the appropriate 
training, the CBO leaders are 
expected to develop human-
rights projects and implement 
them in their local communi-
ties, with some technical and 
financial support from APAP. 

  

As part of this project, a similar 
type of training is currently be-
ing given at Mizan Aman and 
Hossaena.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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APAP’S PLEA FOR 

EVICTED BOLE  
RESIDENTS BEARS 

FRUIT  

As reported in an earlier issue 
of this newsletter, in July of 
2007, a total of 111 households 
living in what is locally called 
“Bole 66 Quarter” here in Ad-
dis Ababa were evicted from 
their residences at short notice 
and had subsequently ap-
proached APAP, seeking legal 
aid. 

APAP, for its part, reviewed 
their case against the provi-
sions of the housing law of the 
land and that of international 
human-rights instruments on 
eviction. Then it decided to 
provide them with legal de-
fense by hiring a lawyer—to 
represent them before the ap-
propriate tribunal. Forty-one 
households were made to 
benefit from this service, 
whereas the rest were given 
general consultancy services on 
the manner in which they 
should lodge their complaints 
and pleas.  

 

Last May, the Addis Ababa 
City Administration Land-
Clearance Appeals Commis-
sion gave the households a 
positive decision: it recognized 
their rights to compensations in 

(Continued on page 7) 

APAP INAUGURATES HOW-TO MANUALS  

APAP REVISES STREET-LAW 

 MATERIALS  

APAP just got through revising 
its street-law materials, which 
were written in Amharic a few 
years back, with the aim of ac-
quainting interested lay per-
sons with fundamental legal 
concepts and basic human 
rights.  

 

The revision was needed be-
cause there were certain con-
cepts that had to be updated—
in particular, issues pertaining 
to the revised Family and 

… APAP NEWS UPDATE 

Criminal Laws of the land.  

 

The street-law materials, which 
consist of seven books, includ-
ing the instructors’ guides, 
were revised during the period 
between January and June of 
2008.  

 

The street-law materials were 
revised with financial support 
from the French Embassy.  

successfully finished the train-
ing were assigned to their re-
spective woredas to voluntarily 
and regularly give legal aid.   

(Continued from page 1) 

PARALEGAL TRAINING … 

 

As part of the implementation 
of its Legal Empowerment Pro-
gram (LEP), APAP published 
how-to manuals with the aim 
of acquainting legal and moral-
duty bearers with the guiding 
principles of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights—in par-
ticular, the rights to food, 
health, education and housing 
and how they could be upheld 
and realized. 

 

The manuals were prepared in 
Amharic, in two separate cop-
ies. One of them is meant ex-
clusively for government offi-
cials and CSOs engaged in en-
suring the respect of the said 
rights, whereas the other is 
meant for CBOs that need to 
know about the nature and es-
sence of the rights and how 
they could apply them in their 
day-to-day activities. The 
manuals are prepared in simple 
language, with pictorial re-
views and exemplary cases 
from other countries.  

  

Having gotten them published, 
APAP held half-day launching 
workshops in all the areas 
where it operates to acquaint 
the end users with the manu-
als. The workshops were, of 
course, attended by the repre-
sentatives of the various idirs, 
youth and women’s associa-
tions as well as the officials of 
the government agencies and 
CSOs engaged in activities that 
have to do with food, health, 
education and housing. The 
participants of the launching 
workshops ranged from 
around 100 in Addis Ababa to 
about 50 in the other areas 
where APAP operates. The 
launching of the manuals be-
gan with the workshop held in 
Addis Ababa on May 20, 2008 
and ended in Awassa on June 
06, 2008.  

 

A number of the participants of 
the workshops told APAP’s 
staffs that they were delighted 
that the manuals were finally 
out and gave them their pledge 
to put them to proper use.  
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With financial support from the 
NGO known as Christian Aid 
and in close collaboration with 
the Organization for Social Jus-
tice in Ethiopia (OSJE), APAP 
launched a project aimed at 
enhancing the capacity of 
judges, prosecutors and the po-
lice in the South Omo Zone  of 
the SNNPR and in the Borena 
Zone of the Oromiya Region.  

 

A baseline survey and needs-
assessment had been con-
ducted in the town of Jinka, in 
the South Omo Zone, from 
May 21 to 28, 2008 to gauge the 
knowledge gap pertaining to 
the law of the land and human-

APAP LAUNCHES PROJECT FOR  

LAW-ENFORCING AGENCIES 

A consultation workshop on 
the publication of the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) and the African Charter 
on the Rights and Welfare of 
the Child (ACRWC) was held 
at the Addis Ababa Hilton Ho-
tel on May 16, 2008.   
  

The workshop was organized 
by APAP. APAP organized it 
after it prepared Amharic ver-
sions of the CRC and the 
ACRWC in a CD-Rom. APAP 
also compiled petitions it had 
previously gathered from all 
the regions, including the city 
administrations of Addis 
Ababa and Dire Dawa. The pe-
titions, of course, pleaded for 
the domestication of  the CRC 

and the ACRWC in the Negarit 
Gazette. 

 

The participants were wel-
comed by Wro Kidist Alemu, 
Executive Directress of APAP. 
In her welcoming remark, Wro 
Kidist noted that the fact that 
the two documents have not as 
yet been domesticated by 
Ethiopia has made it difficult to 
have them enforced. Further 
elaborating on that, she added 
that to facilitate the enforce-
ment of international instru-
ments in the courts of law, they 
have to be published in the Ne-
garit Gazette.   

(Continued on page 7 ) 

APAP HOLDS CONSULTATION  
WORKSHOP ON PUBLICATION OF  

CHILD-RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS  

As part of the implementation 
of its Accountability and Ca-
pacity Strengthening Program, 
APAP holds moot-court com-
petitions among the students of 
the law faculties of the various 
institutions of higher learning 
in Ethiopia. This, it is believed, 
helps to sensitize both students 
and faculty members about hu-
man rights and the various in-
ternational human-rights in-
struments, particularly those 
focusing on economic, social 
and cultural rights.  

 

APAP will hold the fourth 
moot-court competition on the 
Mekelle University campus 
sometime this coming fall 
(autumn). Based on its experi-
ence, APAP expects this year’s 
competition to be even more 
successful than any of the three 
held before—both in the way it 
will be held as well as on the 
impact that it is expected to 
have, given the high media 
coverage it will inevitably en-
joy and the attention that it will 
draw from the pertinent gov-
ernment bodies.  

 

The feedback that APAP got 
from the institutions of higher 
learning where the competition 
was held earlier is encouraging. 
The institutions of higher learn-
ing where the competition was 
held earlier are, of course, Ad-
dis Ababa, Bahir Dar and 
Jimma Universities—in that 
order.  

FOURTH NATIONAL 

MOOT-COURT  
COMPETITION TO BE 

HELD IN MAKELLE 

… APAP NEWS UPDATE 

rights—especially with regard 
to the international human-
rights instruments to which 
Ethiopia is party and are now 
part of the law of the land.   

 

The assessment, which had tar-
geted the members of the judi-
ciary, the prosecutors and the 
police of the locality, was con-
ducted through interviews, fo-
cused discussions and docu-
ment analysis. The findings of 
the assessment will be used as 
input for manual development 
and as a baseline to measure 
the impact of the project at the 
end of the project period.  
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Nothing seems to have of late 

captured the headlines of in-

ternational media and created 

anxiety among populations, 

economists and policymakers 

as much as the news about 

the giddying rise of food 

prices has. Economists, in 

particular, have been point-

ing their fingers at the scar-

city of certain cereals as being 

the one that ushered in this 

rise, thereby threatening the 

very existence of the poorest 

segments of society. And ac-

cording to the reporters and 

correspondents of some of 

the world’s big news media, 

in less than a year, the prices 

of basic staple foods—mainly 

of rice and wheat—have in-

creased twofold, without 

peoples’ incomes showing a 

corresponding increment. 

That means, families could 

withstand them only by for-

going the purchase of certain 

goodies that they had never 

before thought they could do 

without.  

 

More than 100 million people 

are expected to face a severe 

shortage of food in the com-

ing few months alone. In 

other words, a specter of star-

vation is currently looming 

over the heads of especially 

the poorest segments of soci-

ety.  

Many causes are being attrib-

uted to this phenomenon. A 

while back, the international 

media, academics, intellectu-

als and researchers attributed 

it to overpopulation. Eventu-

ally, however, the blame 

shifted to the continuous deg-

radation of the environment, 

the failure of governments to 

give due attention to soil ero-

sion and to effectively com-

bating it, and the global 

warming caused by the gas 

emissions from the myriad 

factories. Thus protecting the 

environment was given pre-

ponderance by many re-

searchers, and a number of 

international conferences 

were held on how to reduce 

the greenhouse effect and 

withstand the climatic cycles, 

droughts, and cyclones that 

many believed were manifes-

tations thereof.  

 

The other thing that many 

blame as being behind the 

current escalation of food 

prices is the steep rise in oil 

prices on the world market. 

As we all know, the price of 

crude oil has of late been 

steadily soaring—owing no 

doubt to the excessive de-

mand therefor, unmatched by 

an increase in the production 

thereof. It is widely believed 

that the demand for crude oil 

increased so due to the rapid 

economic growth in what are 

commonly known as “the 

emerging economies”—

especially China and India. It 

is also common knowledge 

that production of crude oil 

in such oil-exporting coun-

tries as Iraq and Nigeria has 

been hampered by armed 

conflicts. Due to these rea-

sons, at the time we wrote 

this article, for instance, the 

price of a barrel of crude oil 

had shot over USD 140.  

 

It goes without saying that 

the escalation of the price of 

crude oil on the world market 

is, therefore, a real concern 

for developing countries like 

Ethiopia that are heavily de-

pendent on imported fuel 

and have no alternative fuel 

sources whatsoever. Their 

concern is not only restricted 

to the fact that importing fuel 

takes a good chunk of their 

meager foreign-exchange re-

serve but also because it 

means paying more for trans-

portation. The steep and 

steady rise in the price of 

crude oil has also entailed 

another problem for these 

developing countries, since 

such cereals as corn (maize) 

are now being used as bio-

fuel. Put differently, the de-

mand for these cereals has 

increased so exponentially 

(Continued on page 6) 
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that the peoples of the devel-

oping countries that used to 

import them are left with no 

choice. 

 

What APAP sees as a real 

cause for concern is the fact 

that this steep rise in food 

prices is bound to have an 

adverse effect on the realiza-

tion of the right to food. 

APAP is concerned mainly 

because it knows full well 

that the most vulnerable 

groups of the Ethiopian soci-

ety, who are economically 

marginalized, will bear the 

brunt of this adverse effect. 

Many of us know that Ethio-

pia has ratified the Interna-

tional Covenant on Eco-

nomic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR) and has in-

corporated it into the national 

legislation via the cardinal 

constitutional principle con-

tained in Article 9 of this le-

gal instrument. The main au-

thority to which one nor-

mally refers in order to de-

fine/justify the right to food 

is Article 11 of this Covenant. 

The Article provides that eve-

ryone has the right to ade-

quate food and to be free 

from hunger and that State 

Parties are obliged to take 

appropriate measures to en-

sure the full realization of this 

right.  

 

According to the UN Com-

mittee on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights, the right 

(Continued from page 5) 

ESCALATING… 

to adequate food comprises a 

number of elements, one of 

which is economic accessibil-

ity/affordability. The right to 

food cannot be fully realized 

where food is not economically 

accessible/affordable to indi-

viduals and families. Economic 

accessibility implies that per-

sonal or household financial 

costs associated with the acqui-

sition of food for an adequate 

diet should be at a level such 

that the attainment and satis-

faction of other basic needs are 

not threatened or compro-

mised. According to this defini-

tion, the right to food is vio-

lated if individuals and fami-

lies cannot fulfill their dietary 

needs without relinquishing 

their other basic needs. 

 

As a ratifying State of the 

ICESCR, Ethiopia is, of course, 

obligated to protect its citizens 

from hunger and to make food 

economically accessible to 

them. To that end, it has to en-

act laws that protect the public 

from unduly suffering as a re-

sult of food-price hikes. Such 

laws are, needless to say, 

aimed at protecting consumers 

from unfair trade practices. 

This obligation has three as-

pects to it: the obligation to re-

spect, protect  and fulfill . 

 

As per their obligation to re-

spect this right, State Parties 

should refrain themselves from 

taking actions that could nega-

tively affect the economic ac-

cessibility of food. With regard 

to their obligation to protect, 

they should be able to take 

measures aimed at ensuring 

citizens’ economic access to 

food by making it too costly 

for enterprises and individ-

ual trade operators to be en-

gaged in any activity that 

could enrich them at the ex-

pense of consumers. Finally, 

based on their obligation to 

fulfill, state parties must pro-

actively be engaged in those 

activities that will strengthen 

people's access to affordable 

food, to the extent of directly 

handing out food to those 

who are absolutely unable to 

enjoy the right by any means 

at their disposal. 

  

APAP has reason to believe 

that the gravity of the prob-

lem of food-price hikes has 

been well recognized. We 

also know that several inter-

national summits and confer-

ences have been held to 

tackle it. At one of these con-

ferences, the UNFAO has 

suggested that the govern-

ments of several countries, 

particularly those of the least-

developed countries, pay 

more attention to, and allo-

cate increased budget for, 

agricultural production. Sev-

eral kinds of cereals should 

be developed and produced 

so that the more production 

there is the less the prices 

thereof will soar. FAO also 

recommended that the im-

pact of high food and fuel 

prices on the most vulnerable 

groups of the population 

should be alleviated through 
(Continued on page 7) 
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direct transfers and safety nets 

and by implementing policies 

and programs that are aimed at 

promoting agricultural devel-

opment.  

 

Others have recommended that 

more technology should be ap-

plied in the agricultural sector, 

besides producing high-yield 

food cereals. More plots of land 

should be allocated for mecha-

nized farming and the like. The 

overall budget earmarked for 

agriculture should be further 

increased, by reducing from 

the coffers of other activities/

programs such as security and 

defense.  

The global actions that are cur-

rently being taken by govern-

ments to make food affordable 

to the public and thereby pro-

tect the right to food include 

price control, consumer subsi-

dies, export restrictions on cer-

tain food items and increasing 

the supply of food.  

(Continued from page 6) 

ESCALATING… 
 

Some could argue that a coun-

try like Ethiopia, which is 

plagued by myriad problems, 

cannot even imagine trying to 

realize the food rights of all of 

its citizens. True, Ethiopia has 

many problems. The economic 

policy of the country, however, 

provides that the government 

has the obligation to stabilize 

the market by buying food 

items when the demand there-

for is low but the supply is 

high and by selling it when the 

demand therefor increases and 

the supply decreases. The 

Covenant, for its part, clearly 

states that even when the re-

sources, financial or otherwise, 

of a State Party fall short of 

enabling it to ensure the right 

of its citizens to food, it (the 

State) can apply for interna-

tional cooperation and assis-

tance, after proving that it 

could not on its own provide 

for the respect of the right.  

 

It is morally repugnant that 

people are still starving to 

death in a world of plenty. 

APAP, therefore, calls on all 

concerned to take the provi-

sions of this Covenant as seri-

ously as they should and fulfill 

their international obligations. 

What is more, APAP strongly 

believes that now is the right 

time to do so. 

 

REFERENCE 

 

1. International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, adopted 16 Dec. 

1966, U.N.G.A. Res. 2200A 

(XXI),U.N.doc.A/RES/ 

2200 (XXI), (1966) 

2. General Comment No.12 of 

the UN Committee on Eco-

nomic, Social and Cultural 

Rights on the right to food, 

E/C. 12/1999/5. 

3. Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United 
Nations, Soaring Food Prices: 
Facts, Perspectives, Impacts 
and Actions Required, Rome, 
3 - 5 June 2008.  

The participants comprised 14 
MPs and other stakeholders 
drawn from various institu-
tions. They discussed at length 
the ways and means that the 
two documents could be pub-
lished in the Negarit Gazette—as 
recommended. Finally, they 
said that the translations and 
the petitions should be submit-
ted to the Parliament through 
the appropriate channel for fur-
ther deliberation.  

(Continued from page 4) 

CONSULTATION . . . 
 

the forms of replace-
ment plots of land. 

 

APAP was, of course, 
delighted that the le-
gal aid it gave to the 
evictees was able to 
produce some result. 
APAP was also 
pleased to learn that 
the government has 
put in place an effec-
tive system of checks 

(Continued from page 3) 

EVICTED BOLE . .  

 

A group of evicted residents at  APAP 

and balances to right any 
wrongs that could be made by 
different agencies.  
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Under the Legal Empowerment 

Program 

 

As part of its project for en-

suing the community’s ac-

cess to justice, a ten-day 

training will be given to the 

leaders of CBOs and social-

court judges at Hosaana 

sometime in the last week of 

July. 

 

A four-day training will be 

given to CBO leaders in Ad-

dis Ababa, Adama and 

Awassa. The training is 

aimed at making them get 

actively involved in human-

rights promotion and pro-

tection activities. 

 

In collaboration with the 

senior-year students of the 

law faculties of the Bahir 

Dar and Gondar Universi-

ties, APAP will give basic 

legal education to the public 

in the towns of Bahir Dar 

and Gonder. 

 

A lobbying workshop tar-

geting prison officials will be 

held in Addis Ababa. The 

objective of the workshop is 

to persuade the Prison Ad-

ministration to take over the 

running and managing of 

the prison’s legal-aid centers 

in the future. 

 

APAP will provide the lead-

ers of the CBOs, who have 

been given training at Arba 

Minch and Mizan Aman, 

with the technical and finan-

cial support they need to 

implement human-rights 

projects. 

 

Under the Focused  

Advocacy Program 

 

An award ceremony will be 

held to acknowledge pro 

bono lawyers who had been 

giving legal aid to the poor 

free of charge. 

 

Various advocacy activities 

will be undertaken with a 

view to bringing the health 

hazard that the pollution 

the slaughterhouse at the 

area known as “Kera” is 

causing to the attention of 

the concerned government 

bodies, based on the fact-

finding survey currently 

being conducted in the area.   

 

Under the Accountability and 

Capacity -Strengthening  

Program 

 

The three-year project 

aimed at revitalizing the 

role of legal professionals in 

child-protection activities 

will be launched and be im-

plemented within a 200-

kilometer radius of Addis 

Ababa. The project consists 

of training, production of 

publications and advocacy. 

The training will be given to 

legal professionals, law-

school students and parale-

gals. The advocacy, on the 

other hand, will be under-

taken on selected child-

protection issues. The pro-

ject will be financed by the 

Oak Foundation. 

 

A poster, a leaflet and a 

handbook will be produced 

within the coming quarter. 

The publications are meant 

to raise the awareness of 

legal and moral duty-

bearers and to enhance their 

commitment to properly 

fulfilling the duties and re-

sponsibilities entrusted to 

them. 

 

A training program aimed 

at enhancing the capacity 

and accountability of gov-

ernment officials and repre-

sentatives of CSOs will be 

organized in the coming 

quarter. The major areas of 

focus of this training pro-

gram will be accountability, 

ESC rights and the rights-

based approach to fulfilling 

their duties and responsi-

bilities.  

ACTIVITIES IN THE PIPELINE 


